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Hoopes Vision - Mike Reid
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Measuring pupil size
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1976

Excimer laser developed 
by IBM

1978

RK discovered by 
accident by Russian 

ophthalmologist

1988

First PRK procedure 
performed on a 

normally-sighted eye
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1995

First excimer
laser FDA approved for 

PRK

First excimer 
laser FDA approved for 

LASIK 

1998 2002

All Laser LASIK 
available with FDA 

approval of IntraLase
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Chapter 8 - Hoopes Vision’s Laser Surgery Suite
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Prevention and Treatment

Hoopes Vision’s laser vision 
correction suite is climate 
controlled, and the equipment is 
regularly serviced and calibrated 
to ensure an optimal laser 
environment and treatment. All 
surgery results are monitored 
and included in a nomogram to  
continually improve accuracy. 
New technology, experienced 
surgeons as well as an accurate, 
thorough LASIK examination are 
the most important controllable 
aspects to achieving a good 
initial outcome.

To avoid misalignment, we mark 
the axis of astigmatism prior to 
surgery. Newer lasers have the 
ability to track rotation of the 
eye from these marks, or from 
visual landmarks in the iris. All 
of our lasers track and respond 
to eye movement to ensure 
each pulse of the laser is placed 
as intended.

Hoopes Vision - Risks And Complications - Is It Safe?
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The newer lasers tend 
to make the optical zone 
smoother and wider, 
minimizing and reducing many 
of the problems experienced 
at night. Wavefront-guided 
and wavefront-optimized 
custom laser treatments can 
greatly reduce distortions and 
aberrations which can actually 
improve nighttime vision and 
contrast sensitivity.
Proper, thorough testing to 
determine candidacy, use of 
newer lasers and compliance 
with postoperative 
instructions will help patients 
achieve the best results and 
may reduce the likelihood 
of loss of best corrected 
vision. Since 2003, our 
practice has created the flap 
exclusively with safer, more 
accurate femtosecond lasers 
such as the iFS Intralase 
and Wavelight FS200. This 
newer blade-free technique 
virtually eliminates the major 
complications associated with 
the microkeratome blade. 
These laser-made flaps are 
more precise, heal quicker, 
provide statistically better 
vision and contrast sensitivity, 
and cause less dryness. The 
single drawback is the added 
cost. However, we have never 
heard a patient regret the 
extra expense incurred for the 
improved safety and visual 
result they obtained!

Chapter 9 - Risks And Complications - Is It Safe?
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Hoopes Vision - Risks And Complications - Is It Safe?

Patients are given a prescription 
for antibiotic drops, prior to 
surgery. Following recommended 
use of these drops along with 
good hygiene will help prevent 
infections. 

With ectasia, vision can usually 
be corrected with glasses or 
contact lenses. A new procedure 
called corneal cross-linking is 
being studied by our research 
department and can be effective 
in halting the progression of 
ectasia. Additionally, corneal 
ring segments (Intacs®) can 
be inserted into the cornea 
to stabilize the progression of 
ectasia. In rare cases, a corneal 
transplant may be required.

DLK is usually successfully 
treated with topical anti-
inflammatory steroid drops 
but these can cause corneal 
thinning and astigmatism. 
Adherence to scheduled follow-
up appointments is important to 
diagnose and treat any potential 
complications early on.
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Hoopes Vision - The Operation and Post-Operative Care
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Chapter 10 - The Operation and Post-Operative Care
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Chapter 15 - Choosing A LASIK Provider
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“Since 1971, I required corrective lenses to play baseball: high school, college, and 
10 years in the major leagues. I had heard of LASIK from family, friends, and reading but 
was not sure I wanted to take the risk with the only set of eyes I have. My desire to rid 
myself of the constant need for glasses, along with the advances in LASIK technology 
finally pushed me to look into it. I read about different doctors and clinics and even 
visited one for an evaluation. I then heard about Hoopes Vision first from my sister–
in–law, and then called a good friend, Mike Reid, who recommended Hoopes without 
reservation. From the first time I stepped into their beautiful facility, the treatment was 
first class, from the receptionists to the vision specialists to Dr. Phillip Hoopes, Jr.  All 
of my questions were thoroughly answered, never rushed to feel like just a number.  
They know how important vision is to their clients and had a feel for the trepidation 
one has for such a weighty decision. I decided to have the surgery done after seeing 
and hearing of the success of patients that I know personally. Add that to the vast 
experience of Drs. Hoopes and their state of the art laser technology and my decision 
was simple. My surgery went smoothly and was pain free and my vision tested 20/20 
by the next day! It is nice not to be tied down to a set of glasses each morning when I 
wake up. I am still enjoying baseball, but now I am enjoying it without glasses.”

VANCE LAW
Former BYU Baseball Head Coach, MLB All-Star
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“I am now 49 years old. I started wearing contact lenses during my college years. 
After I stopped playing basketball professionally, I began to wear glasses full-time 
instead of contacts. I became interested in LASIK surgery years ago but I was 
comfortable with my glasses and afraid of the LASIK procedure. Two years ago, in 
2007, I finally got up the courage to see if I might be a candidate for LASIK. Dr. Hoopes 
and his staff did an excellent job helping me feel confident with the LASIK procedure. 
I took comfort in knowing that Dr. Hoopes’ experience is unparalleled in the industry. 
After the procedure my vision was 20/15. Now two years since undergoing LASIK, 
my vision is as crisp as is was when the surgery was performed. Looking back, would 
I have done anything different? Just one thing–I would had have the surgery years 
earlier! Thank you, Dr. Hoopes. I am a very grateful and satisfied customer!”

DEVIN DURRANT
Former NBA Basketball Player, NCAA All-American, Author/Real Estate Investor
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“I recommend anyone seeking this modern-day miracle of vision correction 
to trust the most knowledgeable, technologically advanced LASIK professionals 
available – at Hoopes Vision. My vision was so horrible that Hoopes was the 
only institute willing and competent enough to perform the surgery. For almost 
20 years, I had been enslaved to coke-bottle glasses and expensive contact 
maintenance. Now, after the very quick and comfortable procedure, I have the 
vision of a pilot and a deep gratitude for this truly life-enhancing fortune. Eyesight 
is too precious to negotiate with mediocrity. Hoopes IS excellence!”

REBEKAH LAW
Singer/Actress Nashville, TN
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“Hi, my name is Taan Robrahn and I was a member of the Australian National 
Snowboard Team (Boarder cross).  I competed on the World Cup Tour for 6 years and 
represented Australia in 3 World Championships. I recently had LASIK at Hoopes 
Vision and it is AMAZING!! I have better vision now then I did with contacts, and it 
has helped with my snowboarding as well.

The final tipping point where I knew I had to get LASIK was at a race in Canada. 
I was getting warmed up before my qualifying run and one of my contacts got dry 
and popped out into my goggle. As I took off my goggles and put my contact on my 
finger a random gust of wind came and blew my contact away. I ended up having to 
race only being able to see out of one eye. It had to be one of the scarier situations 
I have been in, hitting a 70-foot tabletop jump with three other guys right next to 
me.  It probably would have been scarier for them if they knew I could only see out 
of one eye!!!

I figure that when it comes to your vision, you need to do your research and 
choose the best. Hoopes Vision was the most professional and experienced eye 
center I have ever been to and I would trust them with my vision any day.”

TAAN ROBRAHN
Professional Snowboarder
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“I cannot say enough to express my gratitude to Dr. Hoopes and his staff for the 
way they took care of me during my LASIK experience. I am now living without the 
hassle of contact lenses and loving every minute of it.  My vision is currently better 
than 20/20, and I now see better after the procedure than I did with my contacts.  
My only regret is that I did not see Dr. Hoopes years ago.

As a professional football player, I depend greatly on my vision to do my job.  I 
simply cannot play if I cannot see.  Losing a contact during a game is frustrating.  
I have had to sit out during games while I waited for a trainer to dig up a spare 
contact.  Those days are gone.  Also gone are the days of red irritated eyes because 
of wearing contact lenses for long periods of time.

For years I would hear of how happy people were with their corrective procedure.  
Honestly, I cannot remember meeting anyone that has had LASIK that has not loved 
it.  Many of my friends and teammates have had their eyes surgically corrected.  I 
was always envious of how they did not have to deal with the hassles of contact 
lenses and glasses.  I knew that I wanted to get my eyesight corrected.  This lasted 
for years.  The only thing keeping me from getting serious about getting my eyesight 
fixed was that I was really nervous.  When it comes to getting a shot or going to the 
dentist I cringe and lock up.  To me, I had the same mental block with LASIK.  

Dr. Hoopes helped me get over the initial nervousness and made me very 
confident in the decision to go ahead with the procedure.  The procedure was a huge 
success and not that uncomfortable at all.  I can honestly say the LASIK procedure is 
easier than getting dental work done.  They have thought of everything to make the 
experience as painless as possible.  I am so glad that I went to Hoopes Vision.  They 
made the process easy and convenient.  Thank you Dr. Hoopes.” 

KIRK CHAMBERS
Professional Football Player
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“As an athlete, dealing with contacts and glasses was a pain. I had several 
instances where I lost a contact lens during practice or a game and had to continue 
to play with only one.  It was a hassle to have to bring extra contacts, solution, etc. 
everywhere I went. I have always wanted LASIK surgery, but didn’t want to trust 
just anyone with my vision.  After meeting with Dr. Hoopes and having all of my 
questions answered, I felt extremely comfortable with my decision to have surgery 
at Hoopes Vision. The outcome is unbelievable.  I’m seeing better now than I ever 
did with contacts or glasses. The procedure was easy and comfortable. I can’t wait 
to get out on the field this season with my new vision!”

CODY ARNOUX 
Professional Soccer Player
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